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National PTA Disappointed with Administration’s Rescission of Guidance to
Protect Transgender Students
ALEXANDRIA, Va., (Feb. 22, 2017)—The following statement can be attributed to National PTA President
Laura Bay:
“Today, the U.S. Departments of Education and Justice sent a letter to the nation’s schools rescinding
guidance released in May 2016 on their obligations under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972
(Title IX) regarding a student’s gender identity. The guidance had stated that a school must not treat a
transgender student differently from the way it treats other students of the same gender identity under
the law.
“National PTA is extremely disappointed that the Administration has rescinded the guidance. Every child
deserves to receive a great education in a setting free from discrimination, harassment and violence.
The vast majority of LGBTQ students, however, are bullied, physically assaulted and feel unsafe in school
because of their actual or perceived sexual orientation or identity. There is a need for explicit protection
of LGBTQ youth as it is critical to their overall health and well-being and long-term success.
“National PTA and its constituent associations are committed to advocating for policies and protections
for LGBTQ youth to make sure they have positive school experiences and the opportunity to reach their
full potential. National PTA adopted a resolution in 2016 on the Recognition of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender and Queer/Questioning (LGBTQ) Individuals as a Protected Class. The resolution calls for
federal policies that specifically protect LGBTQ youth and local practices that create and maintain safe,
affirming and inclusive learning environments for all students.
“It has long been a top priority of National PTA to make sure all children have a safe, supportive and
positive environment in which to thrive and learn. The association remains dedicated to supporting
transgender students—as it is every student—and will push for policies and practices to ensure that
federal, state and local entities protect all children.”
About National PTA
National PTA® comprises millions of families, students, teachers, administrators and business and
community leaders devoted to the educational success of children and the promotion of family
engagement in schools. PTA is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit association that prides itself on being a
powerful voice for all children, a relevant resource for families and communities and a strong advocate
for public education. Membership in PTA is open to anyone who wants to be involved and make a
difference for the education, health and welfare of children and youth.

